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ByWalt Rasinger 

Ever since Elon Musk bought Twitter, everyone on the Left has claimed that the 

sky was falling. Musk’s big sin? He thinks there should be freedom of speech, 

even if that means that stupid or hurtful people get to say stupid and hurtful things.  

This idea used to be common sense. In fact, the ACLU on its website still brags 

about defending neo-Nazis on its website and explains why it’s essential that 

everyone has freedom of expression. 

They write, “In 1978, the ACLU took a controversial stand for free speech by 

defending a neo-Nazi group that wanted to march through the Chicago suburb of 

Skokie , where many Holocaust survivors lived. The notoriety of the case caused 

some ACLU members to resign, but to many others the case has come to represent 

the ACLU’s unwavering commitment to principle. In fact, many of the laws the 

ACLU cited to defend the group’s right to free speech and assembly were the same 

laws it had invoked during the Civil Rights era, when Southern cities tried to shut 

down civil rights marches with similar claims about the violence and disruption the 

protests would cause. Although the ACLU prevailed in its free speech arguments, 
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the neo-Nazi group never marched through Skokie, instead agreeing to stage a rally 

at Federal Plaza in downtown Chicago.” 

Long forgotten are the days in which speech would be answered with more speech. 

Like most things that become controlled by the Left, however, the freedom of 

expression has been replaced with demands to crack down on “hate speech” or 

block “misinformation,” which often, though not always, a label applied to things 

the Left merely dislikes.    

We are seeing it in the reaction to Musk taking control of Twitter. The Left has 

pulled out all the stops and the mask hiding their totalitarian tendencies has come 

off. On Tuesday, for example, a reporter asked the White House Press Secretary 

what tools it had to stop Elon Musk from restoring free speech on Twitter. 

The media that used to stand up for freedom of speech and used to “speak truth to 

power” now demands that competing voices are silenced by the same power they 

used to claim they held accountable.  

This brings us back to Twitter. Earlier in the week, Elon Musk called out Apple for 

using its monopoly power to prevent Twitter from allowing freedom of speech on 

its platform.  

 

 


