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Congressional lawmakers are preparing to end the threat of a rail strike after the 

President called on lawmakers to force through a tentative contract agreement that 

some railroad workers initially rejected.  

On Tuesday, House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Senate Majority Leader Chuck 

Schumer announced their plan to cooperate with Biden’s plea, agreeing that a 

rail strike this close to the holidays would be detrimental to the U.S. economy. 

According to The Hill, Pelosi is aiming to pass legislation this week, conceding 

that lawmakers don’t believe they can wait until the Dec. 9 strike deadline to act 

because railroads would immediately start shutting down key shipments and 

commuter rail lines. 

“Congress, I think, has to act to prevent it. It’s not an easy call, but I think we have 

to do it. The economy is at risk,” Biden told reporters Tuesday during a meeting 

with congressional leaders. 
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President Biden said Monday that his administration saw “no path” to resolving the 

dispute at the bargaining table. Four of the 12 rail unions don’t have a contract with 

the railroads, including SMART-TD, whose train workers last week voted down the 

tentative deal negotiated with the help of the Biden administration in September. 

Though eight unions have ratified contracts, a strike by one union obligates all 12 

strike. 

The Brotherhood of Maintenance of Way Employes Division, one of the rail 

unions that saw its workers vote down a contract proposal, expressed its 

disappointment on Tuesday. 

“A call to Congress to act immediately to pass legislation that adopts tentative 

agreements that exclude paid sick leave ignores the railroad workers’ concerns. It 

both denies railroad workers their right to strike while also denying them of the 

benefit they would likely otherwise obtain if they were not denied their right to 

strike,” the union said in a statement. 

Earlier this month economists sounded the alarm after SMART-TD members 

narrowly rejected a deal brokered by the White House, potentially teeing up a 

nationwide rail strike. 

As American Liberty News previously reported: 

On Monday, Members of the Transportation Division of the International 

Association of Sheet Metal, Air, Rail, and Transportation Workers (SMART-TD), 

representing more than 28,000 workers, issued a split decision in the vote count, 

narrowly rejecting a deal brokered by the White House. 

The Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers and Trainmen, which represents 

engineers, announced over half of its members voted to ratify the deal. The two are 

regarded among the most politically powerful of the 12 rail unions in contract 

discussions, according to Fox Business. 

A national rail strike, which could begin as early as Dec. 5, would jeopardize the 

nation’s coal shipments and its supply of drinking water while shutting down 

passenger rail and shipment of goods as the holiday season amps up. According to 

the Association of American Railroads, a nationwide strike could cost the 

U.S. economy upwards of $2 billion a day. 
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Asked about rail strike legislation following a meeting at the White House 

Tuesday, Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell said only, “we need to pass a 

bill.”  

 


